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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
Cultural and Environmental Department  
1550 Harbor Blvd., Suite 100
West Sacramento, CA 95691 Phone: (916) 373-3710 
Email: nahc@nahc.ca.gov 
Website: http://www.nahc.ca.gov  

September 30, 2019 

Rebecca Gilbert   
Environmental Intelligence, LLC 

VIA Email to: rebeccagilbert@enviro-intel.com   

RE:  Control-Silver Peak 55kV Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project, Inyo County. 

Dear Ms. Gilbert:      

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project.  The 
results were positive. Please contact the Bishop Paiute Tribe on the attached list for more 
information.  Other sources of cultural resources should also be contacted for information 
regarding known and recorded sites.   

Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources in 
the project area.  This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential adverse 
impact within the proposed project area.  I suggest you contact all of those indicated; if they cannot 
supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge.  By contacting all those 
listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to consult with the 
appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of notification, the 
Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to ensure that the project 
information has been received.   

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 
me.  With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  If you have 
any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address: 
katy.sanchez@nahc.ca.gov.  

Sincerely, 

KATY SANCHEZ   
Associate Environmental Planner 

Attachment 

http://www.nahc.ca.gov/
http://www.nahc.ca.gov/
mailto:rebeccagilbert@enviro-intel.com
mailto:katy.sanchez@nahc.ca.gov


  
      

Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contacts List 

September 24, 2019

James Rambeau, Sr., Chairperson
P.O. Box 700
Big Pine 93513

(760) 938-2003

Paiute - Shoshone 
CA,

j.rambeau@bigpinepaiute.org

(976) 938-2942 Fax

Big Pine Paiute Tribe  of the  Owens Valley 

Sally Manning, Environmental Director
P.O. Box 700
Big Pine 93513

(760) 938-2003

Paiute
CA,

s.manning@bigpinepaiute.org

(760) 938-2942 Fax

Big Pine Paiute Tribe of Owens Valley 

Danelle Gutierrez THPO
P.O. Box 700
Big Pine 93513

(760) 938-2003, ext. 228

Paiute
CA,

d.gutierrez@bigpinepaiute.org

(760) 938-2942 Fax

Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley

Allen Summers, Sr., Chairperson
50 Tu Su Lane
Bishop 93514
(760) 873-3584

Paiute - Shoshone
CA,

(760) 873-4143 Fax

Bishop Paiute Tribe

Monty Bengochia, THPO
50 Tu Su Lane
Bishop 93514
(760) 873-8435 ext 250

Paiute - Shoshone
CA,

(760) 873-4143 Fax

Bishop Paiute Tribe 

George Gholoson, Chairperson
P. O. Box 1779 / 1349 Rocking W Dri
veBishop 93515/ 935

14
(760)  872-3614

Western Shoshone
CA,

george@timbisha.com

(760) 873-9004 - FAX

Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe

Carl Dahlberg, Chairman
P.O. Box 67
Independence 93526

(760) 878-5160
(760) 878-8065

Paiute
CA,

businesscommittee@fortindependence.com

(760) 878-2311 FAX

Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiutes 

Mary Wuester, Chairwoman
P.O. Box 747
Lone Pine 93545
(760) 876-1034

Paiute
ShoshoneCA,

(760) 876-8302 Fax

Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe

Melanie McFalls, Chairperson
P.O. Box 220
Schurz 89427
(775) 773-2306

Northern Paiute
NV,

(775) 773-2585 Fax

Walker River Reservation

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health and 
Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: Control=Silver Peak 55kV 
Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project, Inyo County.   



 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Sally Manning 
Environmental Director 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley 
P.O. Box 700 
Big Pine, CA 93513 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Ms. Manning: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 

mailto:audry.williams@sce.com


 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Allen Summers, Sr. 
Chairperson 
Bishop Paiute Tribe 
50 Tu Su Lane 
Bishop, CA 93514 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairperson Summers: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 

mailto:audry.williams@sce.com


 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 

Carl Dahlberg 
Chairman 
Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiutes 
P.O. Box 67 
Independence, CA 93526 

November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairman Dahlberg: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 

mailto:audry.williams@sce.com


 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Danelle Gutierrez 
THPO 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley 
P.O. Box 700 
Big Pine, CA 93513 
 
November 12, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 

Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Ms. Gutierrez: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 

mailto:audry.williams@sce.com


 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
George Gholoson 
Chairperson 
Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe 
P.O. Box 1779 
Bishop, CA 93515 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairperson Gholoson: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 

mailto:audry.williams@sce.com


 

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
James Rambeau, Sr. 
Chairperson 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley 
P.O. Box 700 
Big Pine, CA 93513 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairperson Rambeau: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 
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2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Mary Wuester 
Chairwoman 
Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe 
P.O. Box 747 
Lone Pine, CA 93545 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairwoman Wuester: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 
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2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Melanie McFalls 
Chairperson 
Walker River Reservation 
P.O. Box 220 
Schurz, NV 89427 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Chairperson McFalls: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 
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2244 Walnut Grove Avenue  
Rosemead, CA 91770 
 
 

 
 
Monty Bengochia 
THPO 
Bishop Paiute Tribe 
50 Tu Su Lane 
Bishop, CA 93514 
 
November 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Inquiry for Southern California Edison Company’s TLRR 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Subtransmission Line, Inyo and Mono 
Counties, California 

 
Dear Mr. Bengochia: 

 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is in the process of planning the Transmission Line Rating Remediation (TLRR) 
Project on the Control-Silver Peak 55 kV Circuit in Inyo and Mono Counties, California. The project crosses a 
combination of federally administered public lands and privately-owned lands in the state of California. 
The project includes lands administered by the BLM Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and Inyo 
National Forest (INF). 

 
The Project traverses approximately 60 miles in southern Mono County and northern Inyo County, California. 
The alignment includes an east/west route and two intersecting north/south routes. The westernmost 
terminus of the project is located 5 miles southwest of Bishop, California, and from here the alignment 
extends east for approximately 42 miles to the California/Nevada state line. From this alignment, the 
westernmost intersecting segment begins at the intersection of Five Bridges Road and Riverside Road (two 
miles north of Bishop) and extends north for approximately 16 miles to its terminus near the intersection of 
Chidago Canyon Road and White Mountain Ranch Road. The eastern intersecting segment begins 
approximately 1.5 miles east of the INF boundary line and extends approximately 2.5 miles south to Deep 
Creek Springs Valley.   

 
The California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC) General Order 95, Rules for Overhead Electric Line 
Construction (GO 95), establishes “requirements for overhead line design, construction, and maintenance, 
the application of which will ensure adequate service and secure safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or use of overhead lines and to the public in general.” GO 95 includes 
standards for electrical conductor clearances (e.g., the minimum allowable height-above-ground for 
conductor, the minimum horizontal separation between conductors or conductor and a structure, etc.). These 
standards have been revised over time to ensure the continued safe operation of electric lines.  
 
To ensure compliance with GO 95, SCE has initiated its TLRR Program to identify and remediate conductor 
clearance discrepancies.  SCE has defined “discrepancies” as potential clearance problems between an 
energized conductor and its surroundings, such as the structure, another energized conductor on the same 
structure, a different line, or the ground. 

 
In 2005, SCE performed a Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey of its existing Control-Silver Peak 
subtransmission lines. The LiDAR survey identified approximately 714 discrepancies along the length of the 
electric lines. To remediate these discrepancies, SCE’s proposed project includes the 
reconstruction/reconductor of the existing subtransmission lines. The new poles/towers would generally be 
located adjacent to the existing poles/towers in the existing easements and rights-of-way, and placed in the 
same alignment. The proposed project consists of replacing approximately 1,771 existing wood poles and 
wood H-frames with new lightweight steel (LWS) poles (or functional equivalents) and LWS H-frames (or 
functional equivalents). 

 
 



 

 

Archaeological surveys are being conducted for the project. Coordination with the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has been conducted and the NAHC recommended that your community be contacted. 

 
SCE requests any information or comments your community might have regarding cultural resources, tribal 
cultural resources (as defined by California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21074), or other areas of 
concern within or near this project (please see the exhibit). Please note that SCE is not the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency responsible for tribal consultation per PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 and is currently soliciting this preliminary information for its planning 
and project development purposes only. The CPUC is the California State Lead Agency. 

 
In addition, SCE is not requesting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), regulation at 36 CFR 800 requires the Federal agencies to consult with Indian tribes that attach 
religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an undertaking. The BLM 
Bishop Field Office, BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, and INF have determined that the BLM Bishop Field Office 
will act as the lead Federal agency for both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NHPA 
reviews for the project, and will coordinate all activities with the other federal agencies involved.  

 
If possible, we would like to receive any questions, concerns, or any other information that you can provide 
for the project by December 13, 2019. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
me at (626) 302-5104 or audry.williams@sce.com. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audry Williams MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
Southern California Edison  

 
 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Exhibit 
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